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NatureBased Solutions 

NatureBased Solutions (NBSs) are actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore natural or modified 

ecosystems, that address societal challenges effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-

being and biodiversity benefits (IUNC, 2016). 

 

NBSs range in scale, from individual street trees, green roofs and private gardens through to parks, rivers and 

woodlands, transport corridors, and, at the larger scale, wetlands, forests and agricultural land. 
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Low Impact Development 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency defines Low Impact 

Development (LID) as “an approach 

to land development (or re-

development) that works with nature 

to manage stormwater as close to its 

source as possible” (US EPA, 2010). 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency defines Low Impact 

Development (LID) as “an approach 

to land development (or re-

development) that works with nature 

to manage stormwater as close to its 

source as possible” (US EPA, 2010). 

LID best management practices 

(BMPs) are techniques that rely on 

natural processes to manage water 

quantity and quality (absorption, 

infiltration, evaporation, 

evapotranspiration, filtration). 

Low Impact Development - BMPs 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency defines Low Impact 

Development (LID) as “an approach 

to land development (or re-

development) that works with nature 

to manage stormwater as close to its 

source as possible” (US EPA, 2010). 

LID best management practices 

(BMPs) are techniques that rely on 

natural processes to manage water 

quantity and quality (absorption, 

infiltration, evaporation, 

evapotranspiration, filtration). 

LID-BMPs 

(1) bioretention/ rain gardens; 

(2) bioswales; 

(3) green roofs; 

(4) permeable pavements; 

(5) box planters; 

(6) naturalized drainage ways; 

(7) rainwater harvesting for re-use. 
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Natural Water Retention Measures 
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Natural Water Retention Measures or NWRM are measures with the primary function 

of enhancing and/or restoring the retention capacity of natural and man-made soil 

and aquatic ecosystems. As a result, they deliver a range of services and multiple 

benefits to people while contributing to the achievement of the objectives of different 

environmental strategies and policies. 

The application of NWRM supports green infrastructure, improves the quantitative 

status of water bodies as such, and reduces the vulnerability to floods and droughts. 

(European Commission, 2014) 
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Natural Water Retention Measures or NWRM are measures with the primary function 

of enhancing and/or restoring the retention capacity of natural and man-made soil 

and aquatic ecosystems.  

The application of NWRM supports green infrastructure, improves the quantitative 

status of water bodies as such, and reduces the vulnerability to floods and droughts. 

(European Commission, 2014) 
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Natural Water Retention Measures or NWRM are measures with the primary function 

of enhancing and/or restoring the retention capacity of natural and man-made soil 

and aquatic ecosystems.  

The application of NWRM supports green infrastructure, improves the quantitative 

status of water bodies as such, and reduces the vulnerability to floods and droughts. 

(European Commission, 2014) 
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U01  Green Roofs 

U02  Rainwater Harvesting 

U03  Permeable surfaces 

U04  Swales 

U05  Channels and rills 

U06  Filter Strips 

U07  Soakaways 

U08  Infiltration Trenches 

U09  Rain Gardens 

U10  Detention Basins 

U11  Retention Ponds 

U12  Infiltration basins 
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4. Plants - All rain gardens have plants and grasses which have been carefully selected to ensure they can survive on 

busy New York City streets. 

5. Soil - The soil is graded so that water ponds in the center of the rain garden. 

6. Tree Guard - All rain gardens have tree guards around them that protect the plants and keep people and dogs from 

walking inside of it. 

7. Tree - DEP plants trees in rain gardens as often as possible. Trees benefit neighborhoods by lowering temperatures 

in hot summer months, improving air quality, and providing habitat for birds and butterflies. 

A rain garden may look similar 

to a street tree pit or a small 

garden, but there are some key 

differences. Here’s how you 

can tell the difference: 

1. Curb inlet - The inlet allows 

water to flow into the rain 

garden as it flows down the 

curb toward the catch basin. 

2. Outlet - Larger rain gardens 

also have an outlet. If the rain 

garden fills to capacity, water 

can exit through the outlet and 

continue into the catch basin 

on the street corner. 

3. Stone Strip - The stone 

strip allows people to step out 

of their cars without damaging 

the plants 

Rain gardens 
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Increase Depth of 

Growing Media  

Diversify 

Plant Species  

Vary Composition 

(Structure) of 

Growing Media  

Provide Topographic Variety  

Provide Microclimates  

Provide Perching Habitat  

Provide Nesting 

Opportunities  

Provide 

Water 

Source(s)  

Biodiverse green roofs 
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Seattle’s Green Factor requires 30 percent parcel vegetation in business districts. Property owners can use various 

practices to reach the 30 percent threshold, with bonuses for rainwater harvesting, drought tolerant plants, tree 

preservation, green roofs and more. Image from the City of Seattle.  

Seattle Green Factor 
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